
SOUTH LAKELAND HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP

Minutes of a Meeting of the South Lakeland Highways and Transportation Working 
Group held on Wednesday, 12 December 2018 at 10.00 am at Committee Room 1 - 
County Offices, Kendal, LA9 4RQ

PRESENT:

 

Mr J Bland
Mr SB Collins
Mr N Cotton

Mrs BC Gray
Mr M Wilson
Mrs S Evans

Also in Attendance:-

Mr P Hosking - Highways Network Manager
Mrs V Upton - Traffic Management Team Leader
Mr M Dooz - Traffic Manager Team Leader
Mr A Harty
Mr G Archibald

- Senior Manager – Property
- South Lakeland District Council

90 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Mr W Wearing

91 MINUTES

Minute 82. 4th paragraph, last sentence to be replaced by ‘a member queried why 
leaf debris was considered toxic and needed to be transported long distances to be 
treated when the water running over it entered water courses via the drainage 
system.

AGREED that, subject to the correction above, the Minutes of the meeting held on 
17 October 2018 be approved.

It was confirmed that at the October meeting, the Acting Executive Director had 
offered to give members information on the Kendal County Hall Car Parking item 
upon request.
 
It was confirmed that cycling would be on the Agenda for the next meeting of the 
Group and discussion took place on what issues members wanted to consider. A 
member raised that there was £25m of Environment Agency flood defence money 
available for Kendal. A member advised that there was now a desire to see cycling 
facilities to be improved along the river and a footpath improvement along the River 
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Mint. It was highlighted that there was an aspiration to improve cycling from one 
side of Kendal to the other with members hoping that the £25m could be used to 
facilitate this, with the County Council linking with other organisations to spend the 
EA funding.

It was queried who would be responsible for the future maintenance of the track 
between Ulverston and Greenodd. It was requested that a map be provided showing 
the current cycle ways, those at the concept stage and those being aspired to. 
Members were interested in the Morecambe Bay Cycle Route, improvements at 
Levens and were keen to ascertain the provision at Ulverston. It was agreed that the 
officers would contact Mr Cotton, Mrs Evans and Mr Wilson to identify any specific 
issues, liaise with SLDC officers and the Highways Network Manager would contact 
the cycleway officer for further information.

92 DIVISIONAL HIGHWAY PRIORITY WORKS 2018/2019

The Vice-Chairman was in the Chair for this item.

A report was considered from the Acting Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure regarding the Divisional Highway Priority Works 2018-2019. The 
report updated members  of the schemes funded via the devolved 2018-19 highway 
capital budgets for South Lakeland. Members were asked to recommend that the 
Local Committee resolved to approve the scheme of works for 2018-19, note the 
revised draft programme to indicate the proposed works dates for outstanding 
schemes and note that schemes that had been suggested and approved after 19 
July 2018 were unlikely to be delivered during the remaining part of this financial 
year.

The Team Leader Traffic Management advised on yellow lines works in the 
Ulverston area which would be completed in April 2019. A member raised that some 
schemes dated back to 2015-16 but had not yet been delivered. He queried when 
they would be delivered. The Team Leader Traffic Management explained that 
some schemes had been amalgamated and were part of a larger TRO which were 
currently being developed.

AGREED that, 

1 The Working Group recommends that Local Committee approves the current 
Divisional Highway Priorities Works Programme 2018/2019 (“the 
Programme”) set out in Appendix 1 of the report, which has one additional 
scheme for Lyth Valley Division and three amendments to funding for High 
Furness, Kendal Castle and Lakes Divisions.

2 The Working Group recommends that Local Committee agrees that the 
following schemes which include Traffic Regulation Orders are approved to 
be progressed to statutory consultation and advertising in due course; 

A Grange – Waiting restrictions on Windermere Road and Cragg Drive
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B Kendal Castle – Waiting restrictions and 20mph speed limit
C Kendal Nether – Waiting restrictions for Shap Road and Appleby Road 

Kendal
D Kendal Highgate – Waiting restrictions for Hazelwood/Underwood 

Junction, Dowker Lane, Kirkbarrow Area, Romney Road and various 
junctions off Romney Road

E Kent Estuary - Arnside 20mph speed limit 
F Lakes – Waiting restrictions for Chapel Hill area - Prohibition of Left 

Turn at Waterhead, Ambleside
G Lower Kentdale - Waiting restrictions C5072 Heversham near the Old 

School
H Low Furness - Scales 20mph speed limit extension and A5092 Penny 

Bridge to Spark Bridge 40mph speed limit
I Ulverston West – Waiting restrictions for Church Walk area 

3 The Working Group note the programme dates for outstanding schemes that 
is presented in Appendix 2 of the report.

The Chairman returned to the Chair.

93 COUNTY HALL CAR PARKING

The order of business was changed and this item was taken after Item 2, Minutes.

A report was considered from the Senior Manager – Property regarding County Hall, 
Kendal: Off - street Parking Order. He tabled an updated plan of the location and 
extent of the eight areas comprising County Hall Car Park. Members were given an 
outline of the reason for the Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) and were guided 
through the report which outlined each area, how permits would be allocated, visitor 
access, disabled bays and the programme for the introduction of the TRO. 
Resource and Value for Money implications, the legal implications and the issues 
with the current arrangements (such as Health and Safety and parking) were 
reported. 

Following member questions, it was confirmed that there would be charging points 
for electric cars with additional ducting being made available for use during future 
expansion, there would be one barrier at the front of the building. A member queried 
the parking provision for local residents, whether the local church had been 
consulted on the proposals and if members would be able to operate the barrier. 
The Senior Manager – Property stated that following discussions with the local 
church, neighbours and stakeholders, parking provision hours would be extended, 
there would be no dedicated parking provision for residents in the evening and 
parking barriers would be raised at night allowing 24 hours parking provision.  It was 
raised that this was not consistent with SLDC parking arrangements and asked that 
consideration be given to equality for all, in terms of parking provision. 
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It was queried if parking would have to be paid for before the new surface was in 
place and if charging for parking could be introduced on the area of land between 
areas 5 and 6 on the map. The Senior Manager – Property stated that works would 
not take place until the TRO and planning permission were in place, however 
charging could take place from 2019 in line with the anticipated works associated 
with creating the new car park. In referring to parking on the area of land between 5 
and 6, he reminded members that at the last meeting, members had agreed not to 
provide coach parking, however provision was possible in the future as a second 
phase. A short discussion took place on Phase Two of the development in terms of 
working with the Environment Agency  on work they were undertaking and the 
requirement for a site compound for the short to medium term. 

It was confirmed that a planning application for the development would be submitted 
to the County Council’s Development Control and Regulation Committee.  Mr Cook, 
Mr Cotton and Mrs Gray declared that they were all members of the Committee.

The Senior Manager – Property advised on the forecasted income for the car park 
based on the predicted occupancy rate. The SLDC member advised on the special 
parking deals offered by the authority to encourage car park use. The Senior 
Manager – Property advised on the proposed parking charge plans and the regular 
reviews of use and charging which would take place in order to ascertain its 
success. A number of members stressed the importance of getting the plans right in 
the first instance in order to avoid making amendment to the TRO which would incur 
a cost.

The Senior Manager – Property reported on the increased parking capacity with a 
member asking if consideration had been given to a pricing model. A number of 
members raised the issue of parking charges impacting on staff and their possible 
choice to park elsewhere in the town, asking if an annual parking or temporary 
permit could be offered. The Senior Manager – Property reassured members that 
Unions had been engaged, had received the report and options for accommodating 
staff parking and there would be staff engagement sessions to obtain feedback. 
Visitor parking for those meeting with the Registration Service, child and parent 
parking and disabled parking provision was discussed. Solutions such as temporary 
parking permits and limited time parking bays were considered.

After a short discussion on parking meters and whether they would align with  
SLDC’s provision, the Senior Manager – Property outlined the range of methods to 
be able to pay for parking adding that a decision had not yet been made. One 
member considered that parking passes which could be used at both County and 
SLDC car parks would be convenient for visitors to the area. The Senior Manager – 
Property stated that this would need further investigation.

The Chair stated that the wall situated at the entrance to Busher Walk obscured 
drivers’ views and should be improved. The classes of vehicles that would be able 
to park was discussed and it was confirmed that the area would not be a pitch site 
for caravans. A short discussion took place on the process for making changes to 
current parking restrictions.
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It was Moved by Mr Cotton and Seconded by Mrs Gray that subject to the points 
raised  in the meeting and the issues being addressed, that the recommendations 
as set out in the report be agreed. Following a vote with 5 members in favour, 0 
against, it was 

AGREED that,

1 That Members of HTWG recommend that Local Committee agree to proceed 
to statutory consultation and advertisement of the proposals detailed in 
paragraphs 3.1.1 and 3.1.2 below: -

1.1 to introduce an off-street parking places order on County Hall car park 
(“the Order”) covering the areas shown edged red on the plan attached as 
Appendix 1;

1.2 to introduce proposed off-street parking places and charges, with 
exemptions for permit holders, to the extent shown in the Schedules to the 
Order which is attached as Appendix 2.

2 Members of HTWG recommend that Local Committee agree that in the event 
that no unresolved objections are received to the Order during the statutory 
consultation and advertisement period, that the Order be brought into 
operation as advertised, having taken into consideration the matters 
contained in Sections 32 and 35 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 
which are more particularly referred to at paragraphs 8.1 to 8.5 inclusive of 
the report.

3 Members of HTWG recommend that Local Committee agree that in the event 
of unresolved objections being received to the Order during the statutory 
consultation and advertisement, it will be reported back to HTWG for a further 
recommendation to Local Committee. 

94 DEVOLVED CAPITAL PROGRAMME

A briefing note was considered from the Highways Network Manager which gave an 
update on the progress made to date on delivering the 2018-19 Devolved and Non 
Devolved Capital Programme.

The Highways Network Manager provided an update on schemes which had 
recently been completed or delayed and on drainage work completed at 
Woodhouse, Lynn Close and Cinderbarrow, Levens. A number of members drew 
the Highways Network Manager’s attention to schemes in their divisions that had 
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been completed or needed attention (relating to gullies resurfacing and HGVs on the 
road).

It was queried whether officers were on track to deliver the schemes using the 
remaining budget. It was anticipated that the budget would be spent by the end of 
the financial year. Clarification was provided on the location of work undertaken on 
Kendal bypass. Information was provided on a recent serious road traffic collision. 
The Highways Network Manager offered to update members after his forthcoming 
meeting with the IRP Team.

The Highways Network Manager updated members on works being undertaken on 
Finkle Street, the Blackhall/Sands Avenue junction and the Queen Road traffic 
restriction.

95 ADDITIONAL £12M AND THE PROPOSED 2019/20 DEVOLVED CAPITAL 
PROGRAMME

The Highways Network Manager provided members with an update on the 
additional £12m for highways in the County and on the proposed 2019/20 Devolved 
Capital Programme.

Members were informed that there was £1.9m available for South Lakeland NPRN 
which would need to be spent by the end of the financial year. This had affected the 
choice of work being brought forward. If there had been a longer period of time to 
spend the money then different choices would have been made. A list of the 
schemes had been previously circulated to South Lakeland Local Committee 
members. The list of works that had already been identified to bring forward would 
be circulated to members.

The Highways Network Manager circulated a document which identified the 
Devolved Capital Schemes for 2019-20. He explained the method for identifying the 
schemes which had been brought forward, stating that work that was deliverable in 
the timescale had been chosen due to the time constraints put on spending the 
£1.9m. How the money had been apportioned was outlined;  money had been 
allocated to capital road surfacing schemes, gully cleansing and an additional tanker 
had been brought into operation (this was welcomed by members), tree work, 
culvert work and street lighting.

It was raised that as some schemes had been accelerated, the following year’s 
Capital Programme would be reviewed in order to ascertain if members wanted to 
retain the same allocations or spend the budget differently. It was hoped that the 
money would not be clawed back as members identified a number of other longer 
term schemes which could be addressed.

A member queried that if inclement weather held up road surfacing works, could the 
money could be spent on works which was not weather dependent such as sinage. 
The Highways Network Manager explained that work would be carried out in order 
to spend the money and protect the devolved budget. A member referred to a 
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scheme at Gooseholme footbridge and the length of time it was taking to undertake 
the bridge replacement.

The Highways Network Manager advised that he had been approached by the 
Manager of Flood and Development Management about work on Section 19 reports 
and whether the Local Committee could support the work of his team. He would 
provide members with further information on this in due course. He explained that 
more footway resurfacing schemes may be undertaken.

A short discussion took place on whether County Council staff had capacity to 
undertake extra work. It was explained by the Highways Network Manager that work 
was also undertaken by contractors who had the capacity to do the work. A member 
raised that it would be welcomed if the urgent work to be undertaken at Grange, 
Windermere Road could be expanded. The Stramongate Footway in Kendal was 
considered to be  in poor condition. 

It was queried what the options were if other areas in the county did not spend the 
money allocated to them. The Highways Network Manager advised that all 
programmes for the Local Committee areas  had to be submitted by Friday 14 
December 2018. Discussion turned to bridges and structures work with members 
being advised that bridges officers were collating work schemes. This would be a 
challenging area of work to complete. Members offered to identify any bridge works 
in their divisions. The Highways Network Manager undertook to do the following:

1 Circulate to Local Committee Members the list of identified bridge works in 
order for members to ascertain any missing bridge and structure works

2 Provide the Working Group with monthly updates on the works being brought 
forward using the £1.9m

3 By the 31 January 2019, a list of all of the work undertaken to date using the 
£1.9m be circulated to the Working Group

An update on staff cover over the Christmas period was provided for members.

96 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS OF THE WORKING GROUP

The following items would be brought to a future meeting of the Working Group:

 Cycling
 A briefing paper on outfalls and drainage into rivers – with regard to them 

draining properly
 Gooseholme Bridge update
 Update on Sainsbury’s money for transport and improving Stramongate – 

S106 money
 Draft Devolved Capital Programme and Devolved Revenue Programme for 

2019/20
 Devolved Capital Programme Update 2018/19
 TROs
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Discussion took place on whether there was a method for identifying underlying 
problems in areas where many repairs had been identified and on the reporting 
progress of schemes as currently, spend was recorded once the invoice for the work 
had been received. It was confirmed by the Highways Network Manager that 
commitment against budget codes were recorded but that further thought would be 
given to how this could be recorded as the current format for Local Committee 
spend was county wide.

97 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Working Group would be held on 20 February 2019 at 
10.00am at County Offices, Kendal.

The meeting ended at 12.00 pm


